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H2020 WATER INDICATORS – definitions, parameters, units 

                                                           
1 According to JMP for Water Supply & Sanitation of UNICEF and WHO 
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3.1: Share of total, 
urban and rural 
population with access 
to an improved (ISS) 
sanitation system 

ISS are those that 
hygienically separate 
human excreta from 
human contact1. 
Include: flush toilet; 
connection to piped 
sewer system; 
connection to septic 
system; flush/pour-
flush to pit latrine; pit 
latrine with slab; 
ventilated improved 
pit latrine; 
composting toilet 

 
National 

- Share of total 
population using 
ISS 
 
- Share of urban 
population  using 
ISS 
 
- Share of rural 
population  using 
ISS 

% of 
population 

Country-
level  
- Total pop 
- Urban pop   
- Rural pop  
- Total pop 
with access  
- Urban pop 
with access 
- Rural pop 
with access  

 

 
Coastal 
hydrological 
basin   
 

 
- Share of 
population at the 
coastal hydrologic 
basin  using ISS 

% of 
population 

Coastal hydrological 
basin level  
- Total pop  
- Urban pop  
- Rural pop 
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3.2: Proportion of 
population using 
safely managed 
sanitation services 
(SMSS), including a 
hand-washing facility 
with water and soap. 

 
SMSS are those 
sanitation facilities 
which are not shared 
with other 
households and 
where excreta is 
safely disposed in 
situ or treated off-
site. 

 
National 

 
- Share of total 
population using 
SMSS 
 
- Share of urban 
population  using 
SMSS 
 
- Share of rural 
population  using 
SMSS 

Estimated 
proportion 
of total (%) 

Country-level 
- Total pop 
- Urban pop   
- Rural pop  
- Total pop with access  
- Urban pop with access 
- Rural pop with access  
 

 
Coastal 
hydrological 
basin   
 

 
- Share of 
population   
 at the coastal 
hydrologic basin 
using SMSS 

 
Estimated 
proportion 
of total (%) 

 
Coastal hydrological 
basin level  
- Total pop  
- Urban pop  
- Rural pop 
 
 
 
 


