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Info-RAC establishment
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1993: Environment Remote Sensing Centre (ERS/RAC) 

established

2005: Information and Communication Centre (INFO/RAC) 

established, (14th MoCP, Portoroz)

2008: Governance paper, decision IG 17/5 of the 15th MoCP, 

Almeria

2009: Mandates of the Components of MAP, Decision IG.19/5 of

the 16th MoCP, Marrakech

2010: info-RAC operated by ISPRA (Italian National Institute for

Environmental Protection and Research, Rome)
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Communication, Education & Dissemination Officer

Communication, Education & Dissemination Officer

Thematic areas

• Information and communication technology

• Information sharing, communication, education, 

training and awareness-raising

• Dissemination of results from environmental

research and from innovative observation and 

monitoring technology



Info-RAC mission and infoMAP
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The objective of info-RAC is to contribute to collecting

and sharing information, raising public awareness

and participation and enhancing decision-making

processes at the regional, national and local levels

The infoMAP system:

infoMAP is the UN Mediterranean knowledge platform

conceived to provide and share data, information 

services and knowledge for the benefit of the 

Mediterranean Action Plan components and Contracting

Parties […]
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• MAP components

nodes

(CU, MedPol, RACs)

• Regional node

(Portal, Spatial Data 

Infrastructure, Data 

Centre and shared

services)

• Country nodes

© NABU/Holger Schulz

Overview of the infoMAP system 
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• infoMAP Portal: one-stop-shop access to infoMAP

nodes and other data services of regional level

• Data Centre: to provide overall functionalities on data 

produced and elaborated by MAP

Regional services of the infoMAP system
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People directory

Store users credentials and

Information and allow to

implement a SSO 

mechanism between

infoMAP services

Regional services of the infoMAP system
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Groupware

Web application that

offers a set of tools useful

to share documents, 

drafts…. among MAP 

Components

Regional services of the infoMAP system
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Surveys

Open source web tool

for online surveys

Surveys can be open 

to general public or 

closed on invitation

Regional services of the infoMAP system



.
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The main tools:

•GeoViewer,

•Catalogue

•GeoDatabase

The main functions:

•Discovery: search and access

information on MAP themes;

•View: Display spatial datasets

on the interactive map;

•Download: users can select and 

download numerical data or  

maps

The Spatial Data Infrastructure of the 

infoMAP system (SDI)
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The Spatial Data Infrastructure of the 

infoMAP system – SDI geoportal
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The Barcelona Convention Reporting 

System

compliance reporting data 

BCRS
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• The BCRS is the infoMAP module that allows

Contracting Parties to report under article 26 of the 

amended Barcelona Convention and several articles

of different Protocols of MAP

• The main objective of the system is to collect, store, 

manage and process compliance reporting data 

(textual and numerical) regarding the implementation

of the Barcelona Convention and its Protocols

• The MAP Secretariat has the legal responsibility of

BCRS, whereas INFO/RAC is responsible for its

operation and development

The Barcelona Convention Reporting 

System



© NABU/Holger Schulz

14

The MEDPOL/NBB Information Systems 

(MPIS)

MPIS
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• The MEDPOL Info System is a networked information 

system intended to provide the Contracting Parties

and MED POL Unit with the tools to manage, share, 

preserve and analyze the following datasets:

 Compliance monitoring data

 National Budget Baseline (“Sources”) data

 Pollution Monitoring data

• MED POL has the legal responsibility of MPIS, 

whereas INFO/RAC is responsible for its operation

and development

The MEDPOL/NBB Information Systems 

(MPIS)
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•Prepare an online questionnaire to collect various types 

of information (es: type of data sources, specifics 

thematic issues linked to H2020, data policy access..etc)

•Propose information standards for the indicators;

•Make available for each country an SDI for the data 

flow and the development of indicators.

The role of INFO-RAC in the ENI SEIS II 

South project



17

Selection of indicators – Pilot study

ENI SEIS  
H2020 
indicators

EcAp
indicators

13, 17, 22 
indicators

EcAp Common Indicator INFO-MAP 
Information 
Standard

Common Indicator 17: Concentration of 

key harmful contaminants measured in 

the relevant matrix (EO9, related to biota, 

sediment, seawater);

Module 1 –
Contaminants in 
seawter
Module 5T/I –
Contaminants in 
sediments/biota from 
industrial plants and 
maritime traffic

Module 1E – Nutrients 
and physical and 
chemical parameters
Module 6A –
Aquaculture
Modulo 6F – Riverine
input
Modulo 6U – UWWTD

Common Indicator 13: Concentration of 

key nutrients in water column (EO5);

Common Indicator 22: Trends in the 

amount of litter washed ashore and/or 

deposited on coastlines (EO10);

Module 4 – Beach 
litter



Information and communication
Regional Activity Centre

United Nations Environment Programme
Mediterranean Action Plan (UNEP/MAP)
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EO10: MarineLitter – Beach litter

MonitoringStation

Name

Lon/Lat

Beach

Name

Lon/Lat begin/end

UrbanArea

Ports

….

Beach segment

Lon/Lat begin/end

Lenght

…

LitterSample

Code

Date/Time

LitterCategory

NumberItems

....

LitterList

LitterCategory

Description

…

Information standards examples (4)

TG Litter list Compliant
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Data flow example

Countries

Upload data in : 

xls; csv; 

webservices..etc

Data acquisition and validation

based on data dictionary

(Information standards)

Database for

processing of

indicators

Web portal

•Display indicators and 

underlying data

•Access to GeoViewer



Thank you
Céline Ndong – INFO-RAC

Communication, Education & Dissemination Officer 

Via Vitaliano Brancati, 48 – 00144 Rome (Italy)

celine.ndong@info-rac.org

www.info-rac.org


