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Are	the	Mediterranean	countries	progressing	towards	sustainable	development?	

Mediterranean	Strategy	for	Sustainable	Development	Follow-up	
	

	

The	analysis	can	consider	the	groups	of	countries	tradi4onally	used	by	Plan	Bleu:		

•  The	Northern	Mediterranean	Countries	(NMC)	gather	twelve	countries	or	en44es:		

AL,	BA,	CY,	ES,	FR,	GR,	HR,	IT,	MC,	ME,	MT	and	SI	

•  The	Southern	and	Eastern	Mediterranean	Countries	(SEMC)	gather	ten	countries	or	

en44es:	DZ,	EG,	IL,	LB,	LY,	MA,	PS,	SY,	TN	and	TR.	

	

The	EU-15	Mediterranean	countries	include	four	countries	(ES,	FR,	GR,	IT).	The	UE-27	

Mediterranean	countries	include	also	Cyprus	and	Malta,	members	of	the	European	Union	

since	2004.		

	

DraW	version	06/10/2016	

The	 “indicator”	 fact-sheets,	 carried	 out	 in	 the	 framework	 of	 the	 monitoring	 of	 the	

Mediterranean	 Strategy	 for	 Sustainable	 Development	 (MSSD),	 are	 intended	 to	 provide	 a	

first	 answer	 to	 the	 ques4on:	 “Are	 the	 Mediterranean	 countries	 progressing	 towards	

sustainable	development?”	

	

The	 objec4ves	 of	 these	 factsheets	 are	 to	 have	 the	 MSSD	 2016-2025	 implementa4on	

monitored	and	evaluated	on	periodic	basis	through	this	agreed	set	of	indicators	in	line	with	

SDG	and	to	be	presented	as	a	Mediterranean	Sustainability	dashboard	to	be	adopted	by	the	

Barcelona	conven4on	COP	20	by	the	end	of	2017.		

	

	

The	factsheets	concern	the	priority	indicators	selected	to	monitor	the	progress	made	by	the	

Mediterranean	countries	regarding	the	6	objec4ves	of	the	MSSD	2016-2025:	

1.  Ensuring	sustainable	development	in	marine	and	coastal	areas	

2.  Promo4ng	 resource	 management,	 food	 produc4on	 and	 food	 security	 through	

sustainable	forms	of	rural	development	

3.  Planning	and	managing	sustainable	Mediterranean	ci4es	

4.  Addressing	climate	change	as	a	priority	issue	for	the	Mediterranean	

5.  Transi4on	towards	a	green	and	blue	economy	

6.  Improving	governance	in	support	of	sustainable	Development	

	

		

They	also	concern	composite	 indicators	such	as	 the	Human	Development	 Index	 (HDI)	and	

the	 Ecological	 Footprint	 to	 show	 the	 overall	 progress	 observed	 in	 terms	 of	 sustainable	

development.	

	

The	indicators	shown	in	these	factsheets	are	those	with	sufficient	amount	of	data	available	

from	interna4onal	sources	and	Plan	Bleu	reports.	

	

The	 indicators	 for	 the	 follow-up	 of	 the	MSSD	 2005	 were	 presented	 in	 similar	 factsheets	

updated	and	published	every	2	years	from	2005	to	2013.	Some	of	them	were	also	selected	

for	the	MSSD	2016-2025	

	

Note:	The	boundaries,	colors,	denomina5ons,	and	other	 informa5on	shown	on	any	map	in	
this	work	do	not	imply	any	judgment	on	the	part	of	Plan	Bleu	concerning	the	legal	status	of	
any	territory	or	the	endorsement	or	acceptance	of	such	boundaries.	
	

ISO2	Code	 Country	or	en4ty	 Regions	

AL	 Albania	 NMC	

BA	 Bosnia-Herzegovina	 NMC	

CY	 Cyprus	 NMC	

DZ	 Algeria	 SEMC	

EG	 Egypt	 SEMC	

ES	 Spain	 NMC	

FR	 France	 NMC	

GR	 Greece	 NMC	

HR	 Croa4a	 NMC	

IL	 Israel	 SEMC	

IT	 Italy	 NMC	

LB	 Lebanon	 SEMC	

LY	 Libya	 SEMC	

MA	 Morocco	 SEMC	

MC	 Monaco	 NMC	

ME	 Montenegro	 NMC	

MT	 Malta	 NMC	

PS	 Pales4ne	 SEMC	

SI	 Slovenia	 NMC	

SY	 Syria	 SEMC	

TN	 Tunisia	 SEMC	

TR	 Turkey	 SEMC	

These	factsheets	concern	22	countries	or	enFFes	bordering	the	Mediterranean	Sea:		
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Are	the	income	gaps	between		the	South		
and	North	countries	geJng	smaller?	

Mediterranean	Strategy	for	Sustainable	Development	Follow-up	
	

Defini4on	:		

GDP	in	2015	and	annual	growth	rate	(1990-2015)	

Sources	/	References	:	

World	Bank,	World	Development	Indicators	(WDI).	

Although	insufficient	to	measure	the	development	level	of	the	countries,	the	GDP	per	capita	remains	an	

unavoidable	indicator	for	comparing	economic	situa4ons	in	terms	of	income.		

	

In	2015,	the	average	income	per	capita	in	the	South	and	East	
Mediterranean	countries	is	2.5	Fmes	lower	than	the	average	

income	in	the	EU	Mediterranean	countries.	
	

The	GDP	growth	rate	in	the	south	and	east	Mediterranean	countries	are	much	higher	than	those	of	the	

EU	Mediterranean	countries.	However,	they	are	considered	low	when	compared	to	the	popula4on	

growth	rates,	as	the	demographic	growth	is	s4ll	high	in	the	southern	Mediterranean	countries.		

	

	

The	share	of	the	Mediterranean	GDP	in	the	world	GDP	is		decreasing	:		from	more	than	13.5%	in	1990	to	

11.5%	in	2010	and	9.7%	in	2015.	Meanwhile,	the	share	of	the	Mediterranean	popula4on	remains	

constant	in	the	world	popula4on	(about	7%).		

	

The	Gross	Domes4c	Product	(GDP)	is	the	value	of	all	the	goods	and	services	produced	in	a	country	in	a	

year.	The	GDP	can	be	calculated	by	adding	up	all	the	items	of	income	–	salaries,	interests,	profits	and	

rents	–	or	by	calcula4ng	the	expenditure	–	consump4on,	investment,	public	purchases,	net	exports,	

(exports	less	imports)	–	of	an	economy.		

Purchasing	power	parity	(PPP):	A	conversion	factor	that	indicates	the	number	of	units	of	a	country’s	

currency	required	to	buy	in	the	local	market	what	one	dollar	could	buy	in	the	USA.		
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Precau4ons	/	Notes	: 

By	using	PPP	rather	than	the	exchange	rate,	the	GDP	per	capita	of	a	country,	calculated	in	units	

of	na4onal	currency,	can	be	converted	into	GDP	per	capita	in	dollars,	while	taking	into	account	

the	 differences	 in	 domes4c	 prices	 for	 the	 items	 being	 considered	 (PPP	 gives	 the	 value	 of	 a	

typical	basket	of	goods	in	different	countries).	

	

The	EU	Mediterranean	countries	
	count	for	62	%	of	the	Mediterranean	GDP.	

DraW	version	6/10/2016	
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The	index	of	human	development	constantly	
progressed	in	the	Mediterranean	countries	since	1990*	

Is	social	welfare	progressing			
	in	the	Mediterranean	countries	?	

Mediterranean	Strategy	for	Sustainable	Development	Follow-up	
	

Precau4ons	/	Notes	: 

Defini4on	:		

Human	Development	Index		
Normalized	Global	Food	Security	Index	(2016)	

Sources	/	References	:	

UNDP	Human	Development	Report	2015	

The	 human	 development	 index	 (HDI)	 with	 its	 three	 components	 (health,	 educa4on	 and	

income)	 enables	 us	 to	 iden4fy	 and	 understand	 the	 social	 component	 of	 sustainable	

development.		

With	an	average	HDI	of	0.767	in	2014,	the	Mediterranean	

region	was	above	the	world	value	of	0.711.	
However,	there	are	great	differences	between	countries:	

•  10	countries	have	high	HDI,	greater	than	0.8:	Israel	(ranked	18th	out	of	186	worldwide),	

France,	 Slovenia,	 Spain,	 Italy,	 Greece,	 Cyprus,	 Malta,	 Croa4a	 and	 Montenegro	 (49th	

worldwide).	

•  7	countries	have	HDI	between	0.7	and	0.8:	Lebanon,	Turkey,	Algeria,	 	Albania,	Bosnia-

Herzegovina,	Libya	and	Tunisia	(96th	worldwide).	

•  4	countries	have	HDI	lower	than	0.7:	 	Egypt,	Pales4ne,	Morocco	and	Syria	with	0.594	is	

134th	worldwide.	

	

The	life	expectancy	at	birth,	which	accounts	for	one	third	of	the	HDI,	shows	a	gap	of	10	years	

between	Israel	(83)	and	Syria	(70).	

	

The	average	of	 the	 "Mean	years	of	 schooling"	 is	 about	9,	 but	 the	Mediterranean	 range	 is	

very	wide	from	4.4	in	Morocco	to	12.9	in	Israel.		

	

*	Except	in	Libya	and	Syria	
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The	Human	Development	Index	(HDI)	is	a	composite	index,	developed	by	the	UNDP,	that	measures	

the	evolu4on	of	a	country	according	to	three	basic	criteria:	

•  	Health	and	longevity,	measured	by	life	expectancy	at	birth.	

•  Knowledge	and	educa4on,	measured	by	the	mean	years	of	schooling		and		the		expected	years	of	

schooling.	

•  Standard	of	living,	indicated	by	GNI	per	Capita	(PPP	US	dollars).	

The	HDI	is	standardized	and	used	to	classify	countries	by	values	between	0	and	1.		

An	HDI	value	greater	than	0.8	is	generally	considered	high.	A	value	below	0.55	is	considered	low.		

The	new	methodology	used	in	2013	need	to	recalculate	the	4me	series	and	had	the	effect	of	

decreasing	the	values	of	HDI	(with	a	small	impact	on	country	rankings).	

Life	expectancy	at	birth	and		mea	n	years	of	

schooling	(2014)	

DraW	version	6/10/2016	
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All	the	Mediterranean	countries	had	an	Ecological	Deficit	in	
2012.	This	means	that	the	environmental	capacity	of	the	

region	is	used	up	faster	than	it	is	renewed.	

What	is	the	impact	of		
human	acFviFes	on	the	environment?	

Mediterranean	Strategy	for	Sustainable	Development	Follow-up	
	

Precau4ons	/	Notes	: 

EF	only	measures	one	aspect	of	sustainability,	that	is	whether	human	socie4es	are	able	to	live	

within	their	annual	biocapacity	budget.	 It	therefore	deals	with	only	the	environmental	pillar	

of	 sustainability	 and,	 even	 for	 this	 pillar,	 important	 environmental	 parameters	 are	 not	

considered	(pollu4on	due	to	GHGs	other	than	CO2,	impact	of	nuclear	energy,	etc)	

Defini4on	:		

Ecolofical	Footprint	per	capita	2000	–	2012	(Global	ha/inhab)	

Ecological	Footprint		/	GDP	and		

Ecological	deficit	(2012)	

Sources	/	References	:	Global	Footprint	Network	2016.	Na4onal	Footprint	Accounts,	

2016	Edi4on.	

	

The	Ecological	Footprint	is	used	to	assess	the	level	of	the	consump4on	of	available	resources	

connected	to	the	human	ac4vi4es.	Compared	to	the	Biocapacity,	this	indicator	offers	the	

possibility	to	calculate	the	Ecological	Deficit	or	Reserve	in	a	region	or	country.			

	

From	2000	to	2012,	the	Ecological	Footprint	per	capita	decreased	in	

Greece,	Spain,	Italy,	and	Syria.		For	other	countries,	the	Ecological	

Footprint	remained	stable	or	increased	

		

•  Thus,	the	Mediterranean	Ecological	Footprint	(3.32	gha/cap)	is	higher	than	the	planet’s	
Ecological	Footprint	(2.8	gha/cap).		

•  The	Mediterranean’s	Ecological	Deficit	(2.05	gha/cap)	is	two	4mes	greater	than	the	

world’s	Ecological	Deficit	(1.1	gha/cap).		

•  The	Ecological	Footprint	of	the	northern	Mediterranean	countries	decrease	since	few	

years	(from	4.4	gha/cap	in	2009	to	3.34	gha/cap	in	2012).	This	is		mostly	due	to	the	

effects	of	the	economic	crisis,	which	slowed	down	resource	consump4on	and,	primarily,	

CO2	emissions	

		

•  The	Ecological	Footprint	per	unit	of	GDP	is	less		than	200		gha	per	million	dollars	in	most	

of	northern	countries	except	in	the	Balkan	countries	(695	in		Bosnia-Herzegovina).	In	the	

southern	countries	the	maximum	values	are	for	Algeria	(390	gha	per	million	of	dollars)	

and	Lebanon	(413)	

		

•  Ecological	Footprint:	Amount	of	biologically	produc4ve	land	and	water	a	country	requires	to	

produce	all	the	resources	it	consumes	and	to	absorb	the	carbon	dioxide	emissions	it	generates.	

•  Biocapacity:	Capacity	of	ecosystems	to	produce	useful	biological	materials	used	by	the	economy	

and	to	absorb	carbon	dioxide	generated	by	human.	

•  Ecological	deficit	/	reserve:	The	difference	between	the	Biocapacity	and	Ecological	Footprint	of	a	
region	or	country.	Ecological	Footprint	and	Biocapacity	are	expressed	in	units	of	global	hectares.	

DraW	version	6/10/2016	
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Progress	of	the	Mediterranean	countries	towards	sustainable	development	

Mediterranean	Strategy	for	Sustainable	Development	Follow-up	
	

Sources	/	References	:	UNDP,	Global	Footprint	Network	and	World	Bank.	

Measuring	 the	 progress	 of	 the	 Mediterranean	 countries	 towards	 sustainable	 development	

needs	 the	 examina4on	 of	 the	 results	 on	 the	 three	 sustainable	 development	 pillars:	 Social,	

Economic	and	Environmental.	

	

In	 the	absence	of	a	composite	 indicator,	 it	 is	proposed	to	 follow	the	trajectories	taken	by	the	

Mediterranean	 countries	 on	 the	 social,	 economic	 and	 environmental	 axes	 using	 the	 Human	

Development	Index	(HDI)	and	the	Ecological	Footprint	(EF).	

	

In	 this	 graph,	 it	 is	 assumed	 that	 the	 situa4on	 of	 a	 country	 is	 compa4ble	 with	 sustainable	

development	if	its	HDI	is	greater	than	0.8	and	its	Ecological	Footprint	less	than	1.8	hectares	per	

capita.		

	

In	2012,	none	of	the	Mediterranean	countries	was	situated	in	the	area	

(HDI>0.8;	EF<1.8),	known	as	“Sustainability	area”	

	

Only	1	Mediterranean	country	(Turkey)	has	an	Ecological	Footprint	less	than	1.8	global	hectares	

per	 capita.	 	 	 Between	 2000	 and	 2012,	 Only	 6	 Mediterranean	 countries	 decreased	 their	

Ecological	Footprint	(Cyprus,	France,	Greece,	Italy,	Spain	and	Turkey).	This	is	also	applicable	to	

all	the	countries	on	the	planet.	This	is	 	mostly	due	to	the	effects	of	the	economic	crisis,	which	

slowed	down	resource	consump4on	and,	primarily,	CO2	emissions	

	

Two	groups	of	 countries	 stand	out	and	 correspond	 to	 the	World	Bank	 countries	 classifica4on	

according	to	their	income	level:	

•  Middle-income	countries,	(Gross	na4onal	income	per	capita	between	1026	and	12	475	USD	

in	2011	with	low	HDI	and	Ecological	Footprint,	who	have	demonstrated	a	great	progress	in	

terms	of	HDI.	

•  High-income	countries	 (Gross	Na4onal	 Income	per	 capita	greater	 than	or	equal	 to	12	476	

USD	in	2011)	with	high	HDI	and	Ecological	Footprint.	

	

Human	Development	Index,	Ecological	Footprint	per	capita		

and	income	level	of	the	Mediterranean	countries.	

DraW	version	06/10/2016	

Middle-income	countries	

High-income	countries	

(US	$	per	capita)	

HDI>0.8;	EF<1.8	
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Most	of	the	Mediterranean	countries	experienced	an	
overall	increase	in	internaFonal	tourism	receipts	

Is	the	internaFonal	tourism	
	sufficiently	profitable?	

Mediterranean	Strategy	for	Sustainable	Development	Follow-up	
	

Precau4ons	/	Notes	: 

Defini4on	:		

Interna4onal	tourism	receipts	/	Exports	of	goods	and	services,	2013	(%)	

Sources	/	References	:	

UN-WTO	(World	Tourism	Organisa4on),		World	Bank	

	
InternaFonal	tourism	is	an	important	sector	of	

economic	development	in	the	Mediterranean	region,	
classified	as	the	1st	tourist	region	worldwide.		

	

In	the	EU	Mediterranean	countries	(ES,	FR,	IT	and	GR),	the	interna4onal	tourism	receipts	are	

rela4vely		stable,	in	percent	of	GDP.	In	Albania	and	Lebanon	the	share	of	tourism	is	the	most	

important	with	respec4vely	12	and	11	%	of	GDP.	In	contrast,	he	lowest	 	percentages	are	in	

Algeria	(0,3	%)	and	Turkey	(0,6	%).	

	

Receipts	from	interna4onal	tourism	represent	about	6	%	of	the	total	value	of	global	exports	

of	 goods	 and	 services.	 In	 most	 of	 Mediterranean	 countries,	 the	 ra4os	 are	 much	 higher:	

between	 10	 and	 30	 %s,	 over	 30	 %	 in	 Lebanon,	 Croa4a,	 Albania	 and	 almost	 50	 %	 in	

Montenegro.	

	

The	 receipts	 per	 capita	 cover	 a	wide	 range:	 receipts	 could	 be	 over	 1000	dollars,	 reaching	

1418	dollars	in	Cyprus.	On	the	other	side,	they	are	insignificant	in	Algeria	and	Egypt	(under	

40	dollars)	and	very	low	in	Bosnia	and	Herzegovina	and	Morocco,	but	s4ll	important	in	these	

countries.	

	

	

	

Receipts	from	interna4onal	tourism	refer	to	the	expenditure	incurred	in	the	host	country	by	tourists	

and	by	 non-resident	 visitors	 as	 defined	 in	 the	 tourism	 satellite	 accounts	 in	 conformity	with	 the	UN	

Sta4s4cs	Commission.	

In	 the	 host	 countries,	 the	 interna4onal	 tourism	 receipts	 are	 assimilated	 as	 exports	 including	

transac4ons	made	by	tourists	as	well	as	by	visitors	who	come	for	more	than	one	day.	However,	they	

do	 not	 include	 the	 receipts	 from	 interna4onal	 transport	 services	 and	 purchased	 outside	 the	 host	

country.		

	

Low	 receipts	 as	 a	 percentage	 of	 GDP	 could	 indicate	 strong	 poten4al	 for	 the	 interna4onal	 tourism	

development.	On	 the	other	hand,	a	high	value	 is	an	 indicator	of	mono-ac4vity	economy,	oWen	very	

sensi4ve	to	the	interna4onal	situa4on.	A	rise	in	interna4onal	tourism	receipts	does	not	presume	the	

effec4ve	spin-off	for	the	host	countries	and	the	local	popula4on.	The	spin-off	should	be	focused	on	as	

a	 case	which	 concerns	 the	 impact	 of	 tourism	 on	 the	 situa4on	 of	 the	 local	 popula4on,	 such	 as	 the	

crea4on	of	new	jobs	and	the	increase	in	income.	

	

Interna4onal	tourism	receipts,	2013	
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The	number	of	parFes	where	the	protocols	are	
entered	in	force	is	from	7	to	21		

What	is	the	level	of	implementaFon		
of	the	Barcelona	ConvenFon	?		

Mediterranean	Strategy	for	Sustainable	Development	Follow-up	
	

Precau4ons	/	Notes	: 

This	indicator	is	very	complex	and	this	factshet	provide	only	an	overview	of	the	status.	All	the	

details	can	be	find		in	the	official	documents	of	the	Conven4on.		

It is possible for a State to implement a protocol without it being signed and taking more 
protective measures.	

Defini4on	:		

The	signature	qualifies	the	signatory	state	to	proceed	to	ra4fica4on,	acceptance	or	approval.	It	

also	creates	an	obliga4on	to	refrain,	in	good	faith,	from	acts	that	would	defeat	the	object	and	

the	purpose	of	the	conven4on.	

Ra4fica4on	defines	the	interna4onal	act	whereby	a	state	indicates	its	consent	to	be	bound	to	a	

conven4on	if	the	par4es	intended	to	show	their	consent	by	such	an	act.	

Entered	 in	 force	 :	 An	 interna4onal	 conven4on	 enter	 into	 force	 at	 a	 4me	 when	 it	 becomes	

legally	binding	on	the	par4es.		The	par4es	have	to	decide	to	apply	the	conven4on		

Status	of	the	BC	conven4on	and	protocols	

Sources	/	References	:	htp://www.unepmap.org/	

The	Conven4on	for	the	Protec4on	of	the	Mediterranean	Sea	Against	Pollu4on	was	adopted	on	

16	February	1976	then	has	entered	into	force	on	12	February	1978.	The	original	Conven4on	

has	been	modified	by	amendments	and	the	“Conven4on	for	the	Protec4on	of	the	Marine	

Environment	and	the	Coastal	Region	of	the	Mediterranean”	was	adopted	on	10	June	1995	

then	has	entered	into	force	on	9	July	2004.	

Major	dates	and	Number	of	par4es	having	decided	to	apply	the	Conven4on	and	the	protocols		

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Number	 Protocol	

I	 Emergency	Protocol	–	1976	

II	 Preven4on	and	Emergency	Protocol	–	2002	

III	 Land-Based	Sources	(LBS	)	Protocol	–	1980	

IV	 Specially	Protected	Areas	(SPA)	Protocol	–	1982	

V	 SPA	&	Biodiversity	Protocol	–	1995	

VI	 Offshore	Protocol		-	1994	

VII	 Hazardous	Wastes	Protocol		-	1996		

VIII	 Integrated	Coastal	Zone	Management	(ICZM)	Protocol	–	2008		

*	

Legal	instruments	 Date	of	
AdopFon	

Entry	into	
force	date	

Number		
of	parFes	

Barcelona	ConvenFon	 1976	(1995)	 1978	(2004)	 21	

Dumping	Protocol	 1976	 1978	 		

Emergency	Protocol	 1976	 1978	 21	

PrevenFon	and	Emergency	Protocol	 2002	 2004	 15	

LBS	Protocol		 1980	 1983	 17	

SPA	Protocol	and	SPA	&	Biodiversity	Protocol	 1982	(1995)	 1999	 21	and	18	

Offshore	Protocol	 1994	 2011	 7	

Hazardous	Wastes	Protocol	 1996	 2008	 8	

ICZM	Protocol)	 2008		 2011	 9	
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Is	water	use	efficiency	improving	?	

Mediterranean	Strategy	for	Sustainable	Development	Follow-up	
	

Precau4ons	/	Notes	: 

The	economic	efficiency	of	drinking	water	depends	on	 invoicing	mode	(flat	rate	or	metering)	and	

may	be	distorted	by	metering	malfunc4ons.	

Real	 plot	 irriga4on	 efficiency	 is	 awkward	 to	 measure	 in	 the	 field	 because	 of	 the	 difficul4es	 in	

evalua4ng	how	much	water	the	plants	consume	and	the	large	number	of	plots.	Each	country	has	its	

own	es4mates	of	average	efficiency	for	the	various	systems	which	are	based	on	experimental	pilot	

sites.	This	efficiency	thus	tends	rather	to	reflect	the	distribu4on	of	irriga4on	water	according	to	the	

main	 irriga4on	methods	 at	 na4onal	 level	 (theore4cal	 average	 efficiency	 is	 es4mated	 at	 40%	 for	

surface	irriga4on,	70%	for	sprinkler	and	90%	for	localised	irriga4on	systems).		

Defini4on	:		

This	 index	 allows	 the	monitoring	 of	 progress	 in	 terms	 of	 the	water	 saved	 as	 a	 result	 of	 the	

demand	to	reduce	the	water	loss	and	wastage	during	the	process	of	both	the	transport	and	the	

use.	It	is	subdivided	into	total	and	sectoral	efficiency	(drinking	water,	agriculture	and	industry).		

Total	water	use	efficiency	in	Mediterranean	countries	

(1995,	2005-2010)	

Water	use	efficiency	in	two	sectors	(drinking	

water	and	irriga4on)	in	2010	

Sources	/	References	:	

FAO-AQUASTAT,	Blue	Plan	and	its	na4onal	2008	and	2010	na4onal	reports.	

It	is	possible	to	improve	efficiency	in	all	the	major	sectors	of	water	use	(agriculture,	industry	

and	domes4c).	The	Mediterranean	Strategy	for	Sustainable	Development	stresses	the	need	

to	 reduce	 the	 amount	 of	water	 currently	 being	 lost	 or	wastage	 (represen4ng	 sources	 for	

saving)	and	to	increase	the	added	value	created	per	cubic	meter	of	water	used.	

Some	 countries	 set	 their	 na4onal	 targets	 regarding	 global	 and	 sectorial	 efficiency,	 the	

alterna4ve	 policy	 scenario	 from	 Plan	 Bleu	 for	 2025	 (compared	 to	 1995)	 is	 based	 on	 the	

achievement	of	the	following	physical	efficiencies	at	a	regional	level:	

•  For	drinking	water	in	municipali4es:	reduce	loss	rates	stemming	from	distribu4on	to	

15%	and	leakage	from	users	to	10%;	

•  For	 irriga4on:	 reduce	 loss	 rates	 stemming	 from	 transport	 and	distribu4on	 to	 10%	

and	increase	irriga4on	efficiency	by	plot	to	80%	;	

•  	For	industry:	extend	recycling	to	50%.	

	

Total	water	use	efficiency	from	2005-2010	lies	between	40	
and	more	than	80%	in	the	Mediterranean	countries.	

	

In	Albania	and	Malta,	efficiency	performance	is	beter	for	irriga4on	than	for	drinking	water.	

Between	 1995	 and	 2005-2010,	 most	 of	 the	 countries	 achieved	 encouraging	 progress	 in	

terms	 of	 their	 efficiency	 in	 the	 various	 water	 use	 sectors.	 In	 Cyprus	 and	 Israel,	 the	 total	

water	use	efficiency	today	is	higher	than	80%.	
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Is	access		
to	sanitaFon	system	improving?	

Mediterranean	Strategy	for	Sustainable	Development	Follow-up	
	

Precau4ons	/	Notes	: 

The	fact	that	facili4es	are	available	does	not	mean	that	they	are	used.	A	town	sanita4on	network	

should	allow	 for	 the	collec4on	and	evacua4on	of	wastewater	of	all	 types	 (cess-water,	household	

water,	 industrial	water,	etc.)	while	ensuring	transpor4ng	 it,	 the	fastest	way	possible,	 to	the	place	

where	it	is	treated	(wastewater	treatment	plant).	

Because	 of	 differences	 in	 the	 defini4on	 of	 urban	 popula4on	 from	 one	 country	 to	 another,	

interna4onal	 comparisons	 can	 be	 biased.	 This	 indicator	 should	 be	 made	 more	 precise	 in	 the	

Mediterranean	 region	 in	 order	 to	 show	 the	 progress	 being	 made	 according	 to	 the	 type	 of	

wastewater	collec4on	(individual	or	collec4ve)	and	the	treatment	methods.	

	

Defini4on	:		

This	indicator	represents	the	popula4on	with	access	to	a	basic	sanita4on	system	for	disposal	of	

human	excrement	of	households	or	the	immediate	neighborhood	(public	wastewater	network,	

sep4c	 tanks,	 etc.).	 It	 is	 one	of	 the	Millennium	Development	Goals	 Indicators	 (n°31)	 and	was	

proposed	for	the	Horizon	2020	ini4a4ve.		

Share	of	popula4on	with	access	to	an	improved	

sanita4on	system	(Rural	and	Urban)	2015	

Sources	/	References	:	

United	Na4ons	Sta4s4cs	Division,	The	Millennium	Indicators	Database.	

The	Millennium	Development	Goals	Report	2012,	United	Na4ons.	

WHO/UNICEF	Joint	Monitoring	Programme	(JMP)	for	the	water	supply	and	sanita4on	

Access	to	an	improved	sanita4on	system	(not	necessarily	including	waste	water	treatment)	

is	 important,	 especially	 in	 urban	 areas	where	 the	 contact	 possibility	 of	wastewater	of	 the	

popula4on	is	higher.		

	

In	the	Mediterranean,	about	27	million	people	do	not	have	access	to	an	
adequate	sanitaFon	system.	

	
In	2015,	the	propor4on	of	the	popula4on	with	access	to	a	sanita4on	system	is	about	77%	in	

Morocco	and	100	%	in	most	of	the	northern	Mediterranean	countries.	

	

The	percentage	of	 the	urban	popula4on	with	access	 to	 a	 sanita4on	 system	 is	higher	 than	

90%,	with	the	excep4on	of	Morocco	(84%),	Lebanon	(81	%).	

	

The	 dispari4es	 between	 urban	 and	 rural	 areas	 are	 s4ll	 great	 and	 the	 access	 rate	 in	 rural	

areas	can	be	lower	than	80%	(Morocco,	Tunisia).	

	

The	 rate	 of	 the	 access	 to	 an	 improved	 sanita4on	 system	 in	 the	 south	 and	 east	

Mediterranean	countries	(95%)	is	higher	than	the	world	average	(about	78%).	It	is	the	same	

situa4on	for	the	access	rate	in	urban	(96%)	and	rural	areas	(88%).	
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Is	access	to	drinking	water	increasing?	

Mediterranean	Strategy	for	Sustainable	Development	Follow-up	
	

Precau4ons	/	Notes	: 

The	 dis4nc4on	 between	 “urban	 popula4on”	 and	 “rural	 popula4on”	 cannot	 easily	 be	 given	 one	

applicable	defini4on	to	all	the	countries.	The	na4onal	defini4ons	refer	in	general	to	the	size	of	the	

built-up	areas;	 the	 rural	popula4on	 thus	 is	 the	 rest	of	 the	popula4on	which	 is	not	 considered	as	

urban.	

The	problem	of	frequent	water	cut-offs	in	many	Mediterranean	countries	is	not	taken	into	account	

in	this	indicator.		

This	 indicator	 should	 be	 made	 more	 precise	 for	 Mediterranean	 countries	 in	 order	 to	 show	 the	

progress	being	made	in	direct	access	to	domes4c	drinking	water.	

Defini4on	:		

This	 indicator	 represents	 the	 popula4on	 that	 is	 supplied	 with	 or	 has	 reasonable	 access	 to	

sufficient	 drinking	water.	 “Access”	 here	means	 a	 source	 that	 produces	 at	 least	 20	 liters	 per	

capita	per	day	and	located	no	more	than	1000	meters	away.	(Millennium	Development	Goals	

Indicator	n°30).	
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Share	of	popula4on	with	access	to	an	improved	

water	source,	2015	(Rural	and	Urban)	

Sources	/	References	:	UNData	htp://data.un.org/	

Sustainable	 access	 to	 an	 improved	 water	 source,	 in	 other	 terms,	 drinking	 water,	 is	 an	

indicator	of	Millennium	Development	goals	and		Sustainable	Development	goals.		

	

This	means	reducing	by	half,	by	2015	(compared	to	1990),	the	propor4on	of	people	without	

access	to	drinking	water.	

	

In	the	overall		Mediterranean	region	this	goal	is	achieved	!		
	

The	propor4on	of	people	without	access	 to	drinking	water	decreased	 from	7%	 in	1990	 to	

3.25%	in	2015.	

	

Many	countries	 	have	already	 reached	100%	access	 to	drinking	water.	Between	1990	and	

2015,	Most	of	the	countries	made	encouraging	progress.	

	

	The	access	to	drinking	water	 in	urban	areas	is	 in	generally	higher	(about	99%).	The	rate	is	

between	50%	and	95%	in	Albania,	Algeria,	Pales4ne	and		Syria.	

	

The	situa4on	is	not	as	good	in	rural	area.	In	four	countries	(Morocco,	Algeria,	Pales4ne	and		

Syria)	the	rates	are	between	63	and	87%.	
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The	development	of	IUCN	Green	List	should	provide	an	
accurate	framework	for	protected	areas'	management.	

What	expectaFons	for	IUCN	Green	List		
of	Protected	and	Conserved	Areas	?	

Mediterranean	Strategy	for	Sustainable	Development	Follow-up	
	

Precau4ons	/	Notes	: 

At	 the	moment,	 only	 a	 few	Mediterranean	 countries	 are	 concerned	 by	 the	 IUCN	Green	 List	

Programme,	which	has	been	launched	recently.	Some	of	the	French,	 Italian	and	Spanish	sites	

do	 not	 border	 the	 Mediterranean	 Sea	 (e.g.	 Natural	 Marine	 Park	 of	 Iroise	 and	 Guadeloupe	

Na4onal	Park)	

Defini4on	:		

Number	of	"Green-Listed"	pilot	sites	per	

country	

	

Sources	/	References	:	

htps://www.iucn.org/fr/node/17069	

	

To	 integrate	 the	Green	List,	 sites	have	 to	demonstrate	 fair	 and	 transparent	 sharing	of	 the	

costs	 and	 benefits	 of	 conserva4on,	 effec4ve	 management	 and	 long-las4ng	 conserva4on	

outcomes.		

The	 pilot	 phase	 of	 the	Green	 List	 Programme	began	 in	 2013,	 to	 test	 the	Green	 List	 in	 10	

countries	including	France,	Italy	and	Spain.	The	last	IUCN	World	Park	Congress	took	place	in	

Sydney	in	November	2014:	

24	of	the	tested	sites	obtained	a	GLPCA	award,	8	of	which	

were	located	in	3	of	the	Mediterranean	countries.	

The	Mediterranean	 pilot	 sites	 are	 the	 following	 :	 Natural	 Marine	 Park	 of	 Iroise	 (France);	

Pyrénées	 Na4onal	 Park	 (France);	 Marine	 natural	 reserve	 of	 Cerbère-Banyuls	 (France);	

Sensi4ve	 Natural	 Area	 "Marais	 d'Episy"	 (France);	 Guadeloupe	 Na4onal	 Park	 (France	 -	

Overseas	 territory);	 Gran	 Paradiso	 Na4onal	 Park	 (italy);	 Doñana	 Natural	 Space	 (Spain);	

Espacio	Natural	de	Sierra	Nevada	(Spain);	

The	second	phase	of	the	Programme,	called	«	Development	phase	»	began	in	mid	2015	and	

is	expected	to	last	un4l	2018.	 	In	the	Mediterranean	Basin,	2	new	pilot	countries	joined	the	

Green	List	Programme:	Algeria		and	Croa4a.	

The	Green	List	of	Protected	and	Conserved	Areas	has	been	recognized	as	a	Flagship	Ini4a4ve	

under	the	Mediterranean	Strategy	for	Sustainable	Development	2016-2025,	adopted	during	

the	19th	mee4ng	of	the	Contrac4ng	Par4es	to	the	Barcelona	Conven4on.	

The	IUCN	‘Green	List	of	Protected	and	Conserved	Areas’	(GLPCA)	is	a	global	programme	to	

encourage,	 achieve	 and	 promote	 effec4ve,	 equitable	 and	 successful	 protected	 and	

conserved	 areas.	 To	 be	 added	 to	 the	 Green	 List,	 protected	 and	 conserved	 areas	 have	 to	

show	 that	 they	meet	 the	 indicators	 of	 the	GLPCA	 Standard	 by	means	 of	 an	 independent	

evalua4on.	

Mediterranean	countries	and	Green	List	ini4a4ve	

other	

countries:	16	
France:	5	

Spain:	2	

Italy:	1	

Mediterranean	

countries:	8	
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Mediterranean	countries	lack	sustainable	and	regular	
funding	for	biodiversity	and	ecosystem	protecFon	

Financial	resources	for	biodiversity		
protecFon	in	the	Mediterranean	

Mediterranean	Strategy	for	Sustainable	Development	Follow-up	
	

Precau4ons	/	Notes	: 

This	 indicator	 is	 available	 for	 recipient	 countries	 and	 for	 donor	 countries.	 The	 informa4on	

contained	 here	 refers	 to	 the	 “Total	 official	 development	 assistance	 for	 biodiversity”	 and	 to	

recipient	countries	only.	

Defini4on	:		

This	 indicator	 deals	 with	 official	 development	 assistance	 and	 public	 expenditure	 on	

conserva4on	and	sustainable	use	of	biodiversity	and	ecosystems.	The	goal	 is	 to	mobilize	and	

significantly	 increase	 financial	 resources	 from	 all	 sources	 to	 conserve	 and	 sustainably	 use	

biodiversity	 and	 ecosystems.	 It’s	 a	 Sustainable	 Development	 Goal	 indicator	 of	 the	 Agenda	

2030.		

	

Sources	/	References	:	OECD	

Extracted	from	htp://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/database/?indicator=15.a.1	

	

Development	 assistance	 and	 public	 expenditure	 for	 biodiversity	 and	 ecosystem	protec4on	

vary	largely	across	4me	and	space.	These	varia4ons	can	be	explained	by	the	fact	that	funding	

is	made	available	mostly	on	a	project	basis	which	is	limited	in	4me.	Thus,	large	budgets	can	

be	available	for	a	country	during	a	limited	period	of	4me	but	are	usually	not	sustainable	in	

the	long	term.		

	

This	 indicator	 should	 be	 further	 explored	 and	 augmented	 with	 addi4onal	 informa4on	 in	

order	 to	 allow	 deduc4ng	 indica4ons	 about	 the	 effec4veness	 of	 the	 funds	 (what	 level	 of	

protec4on	is	achieved	with	the	available	amounts?)	and	to	be	able	to	assess	the	capacity	of	

the	 available	 funding	 to	 safeguard	 Mediterranean	 ecosystems	 and	 biodiversity	 (are	 the	

amounts	 sufficient?).	 The	 current	 data	 does	 also	 not	 allow	 to	 make	 a	 judgement	 on	 the	

spa4al	 distribu4on	 of	 funds	 in	 comparison	 to	 the	 spa4al	 distribu4on	 of	 pressures	 on	

biodiversity	and	ecosystems	(are	the	funds	allocated	at	the	right	places?).	

	Average	annual	development	assistance	and	public	

expenditure	for	biodiversity,	USD	per	capita	(2002-2014)	

Average	annual	development	assistance	and	public	

expenditure	for	biodiversity,	millions	USD	(2002-2014)	
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An	adequate	collaboraFon	between	countries	should	
improve	food	security	rates	in	the	region	

What	opportuniFes	in	the	Mediterranean	
	region	for	food	security?	

Mediterranean	Strategy	for	Sustainable	Development	Follow-up	
	

Precau4ons	/	Notes	: 

Across	 all	 indicators	 used	 for	 the	 construc4on	of	 the	Global	 Food	 Security	 Index,	where	 the	

data	have	missing	values,	the	Economist	Intelligence	Unit		has	es4mated	the	scores.	

88,7	%	
86,3	%	 86,2	%	 85,5	%	

83,3	%	

69,9	%	

62,2	%	

56,8	%	 56,4	%	

50,6	%	

34,2	%		

France	 Greece	 Spain	 Israel	 Italy	 Turkey	 Tunisia	 Egypt	 Morocco	 Algeria	 Syria	

Defini4on	:		

The	1996's	World	Food	Summit	defined	food	security	as	 the	state	 in	which	"all	people,	at	all	

4mes,	have	physical	and	economic	access	to	sufficient,	safe	and	nutri4ous	food	to	meet	their	

dietary	needs	and	food	preferences	for	an	ac4ve	and	healthy	life“.	

•  Affordability	measures	"the	ability	of	consumers	to	purchase	food"	

•  Availability	measures	"the	sufficiency	of	the	na4onal	food	supply"		

•  Quality	and	safety	measures	"the	variety	and	nutri4onal	quality	of	average	diets,	as	well	as	

the	safety	of	food".	

Normalized	Quality	and	Safety		(2016)	
Normalized	Global	Food	Security	Index	(2016)	

Sources	/	References	:	

The	Economist	Intelligence	Unit	Limited	2016	

The	experts	of	the	Economist	Intelligence	Unit	built	the	Global	Food	Security	Index	(GFSI)	in	

order	 to	 measure	 food	 security	 considering	 3	 core	 issues	 :	 affordability,	 availability	 and	

quality	of	food.	

	

Physical	access	to	food	products	depends	on	their	

availability	as	well	as	their	affordability.	However	physical	

access	is	not	sufficient	to	guaranty	food	security,	which	also	

depends	on	the	quality	of	people's	diet.	
	

•  The	 state	 of	 good	 food	 security	 has	 been	 reached	 in	 many	 Northern	 Mediterranean	

countries,	Turkey	and	Israel.	However	data	 is	missing	to	evaluate	food	security	rates	 in	

the	Balkans,	Cyprus,	Lebanon,	Libya,	Malta	and	Pales4ne	.	

•  	In	most	countries	food	affordability	and	availability	rates	are	very	close.		

•  	 Improving	 food	 produc4on	 and	 farmer’s	 income,	 especially	 in	 Southern	 and	 Eastern	

Mediterranean	countries,	is	necessary	for	a	beter	food	security.	

•  On	 the	 contrary,	 in	 Egypt,	 food	 affordability	 is	 lower,	 meaning	 that	 improving	

employment	and	income	in	the	country	should	have	a	posi4ve	effect	on	food	security.	

•  Food	quality	 is	also	an	 issue	 in	the	Mediterranean	area,	due	to	several	 factors,	such	as	

poor	access	to	potable	water,	low	diet	diversifica4on	or	lack	of	nutrients	in	people's	diet.	

•  Syria's	food	insecurity	issue	can	possibly	be	related	to	the	current	poli4cal	instability	of	

the	country.	
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Organic farming is unprecedentedly booming but still 
only covers 2,3% of the agricultural land in 2013 

	

What	is	the	situaFon	of	organic		
farming	in	the	Mediterranean	region?	

Mediterranean	Strategy	for	Sustainable	Development	Follow-up	
	

Precau4ons	/	Notes	: 

Organic	systems	and	products	are	not	always	guaranteed.	

The	farming	systems	that	do	not	use	synthe4c	inputs	by	default,	for	example,	the	farming	

prac4ces	of	organic	produc4on	methods	aim	to	maintain	the	quality	of	the	soil,	are	excluded	

from	the	appella4on/cer4fica4on	organic	farming.	

The	land	used	by	organic	farming	is	not	an	indica4on	of	the	quality	of	the	product	associated,	

nor	of	the	economic	and	social	lifespan	of	this	type	of	agriculture.	In	European	countries,	the	

data	on	high	quality	products	is	available	because	the	European	Union	has	created	protec4on	

and	valorisa4on	systems	for	agricultural	products	and	foodstuffs.	

	

Defini4on	:		

This	 indicator	measures	 the	 evolu4on	of	 the	number	of	 organic	 farms	 in	 the	Mediterranean	

countries,	as	well	as	the	share	of	agricultural	land	used	by	organic	farming.	

Organic	agricultural	land	and	share	of	

total	agricultural	land	(2000-2013)	

Number	of	organic	farms	

Sources	/	References	:	

FiBL	&	IFOAM	(2015):	The	World	of	Organic	Agriculture,	2015	

	

The	 rise	 in	 agricultural	 added	 value	 from	 the	 development,	 acknowledgement	 and	

marke4ng	of	 top	quality	Mediterranean	products	 is	 a	 real	 challenge	 for	 agriculture	 in	 the	

region.	 The	agriculture	quality	product	 is	 not	 sufficiently	 referenced	 in	 the	Mediterranean	

countries,	 but	 the	 propor4on	 of	 agricultural	 land	 used	 by	 organic	 farming	 is	 at	 least	 an	

indicator	of	the	high	quality	development	produc4on.	

	

Except	 in	 Italy,	Slovenia	and	Spain	where	organic	 farming	represents	respec4vely	10.3,	8.4	

and	 6.4%	 of	 agricultural	 land,	 it	 concerns	 less	 than	 5%	 of	 agricultural	 land	 in	 other	

Mediterranean	countries.			

The	 number	 of	 organic	 farms	 has	 been	 evolving	 between	 2007	 and	 2013.	 In	 fact,	 three	

categories	of	countries	can	be	dis4nguished	:		

•  Countries	where	the	number	of	organic	farms	has	decreased	(five	countries,		e.g.	Bosnia	

and	Herzegovina	and	Greece);		

•  Countries	where	the	number	of	organic	farms	has	increased	(six	countries,	e.g.	Israel	and	

Egypt);		

•  Countries	 in	which	 the	number	of	 farms	has	more	 than	doubled	 (seven	countries,	e.g.	

Cyprus	and	Turkey).	

	

Besides,	 organic	 farming	 has	 become	one	 of	 the	most	 dynamic	 agricultural	 sectors	 in	 the	

European	Union,	with	10.2	million	hectares	in	2013	,	i.e.	5.7	%	of	agricultural	land	and	about	

260	000	farms.	

Italy,	 Slovenia	 and	 Spain	 are	 situated	 in	 the	 first	 posi4ons	 in	 Europe	 for	 their	 organic	

farming,	and	ranked	respec4vely	11th,	15th	and	20th	worldwide	 in	terms	of	propor4on	of	

land	used	for	organic	farming.	
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The	number	of	people	living	in	precarious	housing	is	
sFll	growing	

Is	access	to		
decent	dwelling	improving?	

Mediterranean	Strategy	for	Sustainable	Development	Follow-up	
	

Precau4ons	/	Notes	: 

Informa4on	about	decent	dwelling	 is	not	 currently	available	 for	all	Mediterranean	countries.	

This	indicator	is	approximated	by	the	propor4on	of	urban	popula4on	living	in	slums.	The	data	

was	collected	in	the	framework	of	the	United	Na4ons	Human	Setlements	Programme	

					

Defini4on	:		

This	 indicator	measures	 the	 propor4on	 of	 urban	 dwellers	 living	 in	 informal	 setlements	 and	

deprived	 housing	 condi4ons	 (access	 to	 improved	 water,	 access	 to	 improved	 sanita4on,	

sufficient	 living	 area,	 and	 durability	 of	 housing).	 It	 take	 into	 account	 slums,	 informal	

setlements	and	inadequate	housing.	It	is	a	key	indicator	measuring	the	adequacy	of	the	basic	

human	need	for	shelter	 (housing).	An	 increase	of	 this	 indicator	 is	sign	for	deteriora4ng	 living	

condi4ons	in	urban	areas.	

It	 is	 a	 Sustainable	 Development	 Goal	 indicators	 from	 the	 Agenda	 2030,	 with	 the	 following	

target:	 by	 2030,	 ensure	 access	 for	 all	 to	 adequate,	 safe	 and	 affordable	 housing	 and	 basic	

services	and	upgrade	slums. 
	

Propor4on	of	Urban	Popula4on	living	in	Slums	(%)	

Sources	/	References	:	

WORLD	CITIES	REPORT	2016	;	UN	HABITAT	

The	 informal	setlement	 is	the	result	of	a	galloping	urbaniza4on	fed	by	the	rural	exodus,	a	

gap	 between	 the	 supply	 and	 demand	 of	 decent	 housing,	 the	 low	 solvency	 of	 poor	

households	to	find	accommoda4on	(in	home-ownership	or	in	the	rental	stock),	and	of	a	gap	

between	the	territorial	planning	and	the	reality	of	the	urban	sprawl.	

	

Recent	es4mates	provided	by	UN-Habitat	show	that	the	propor4on	of	the	urban	popula4on	

living	in	slums	in	the	developing	world	decreased	from	46.2	per	cent	in	1990,	39.4	per	cent	

in	2000,	to	32.6	per	cent	in	2010	and	to	29.7	per	cent	in	2014.	However,	es4mates	also	show	

that	the	number	of	slum	dwellers	in	the	developing	world	is	on	the	increase	given	that	over	

880	 million	 residents	 lived	 in	 slums	 in	 2014,	 compared	 to	 791	 million	 in	 2000,	 and	 689	

million	in	1990.	

	

This	 indicator	 clearly	 progressed	 during	 the	 90s	 and	 in	 the	 2000s,	 in	 par4cular	 further	 to	

Habitat	 II	 (Istanbul,	 1996)	 which	 focused	 on	 the	 restructuring,	 the	 regulariza4on	 and	 the	

urban	integra4on	of	the	non-statutory	districts.	

So,	 the	 na4onal	 programs	 of	 social	 housing	 allowed	 to	 lower	 the	 part	 of	 the	 popula4on	

having	no	access	to	a	decent	dwelling	and	living	in	districts	without	essen4al	services	:	from	

12,6%	to	3,8%	in	Egypt	between	1990	and	2014	(8.8	million	persons	concerned).	In	Turkey,	

the	popula4on	living	in	slums	in	2014	is	approximately	6.6	million	(11.9%),	compared	to	7.7	

million	in	1990	(23.4%).	

However,	 the	 reduc4on	 of	 the	 unhealthy	 housing	 is	 not	 achieved	 (order	 of	 magnitude):	

stable	 in	Morocco	 around	 13%	%,	 increase	 in	 countries	 and	 areas	 in	 conflict	 (Syria).	 That	

requests	to	pursue	the	efforts	undertaken	by	public	authori4es	and	the	housing	operators	

Propor4on	of	Urban	Popula4on	living	in	Slums		(2014)	
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Defini4on	:		

The	 1972	 World	 Heritage	 Conven4on	 links	 together	 in	 a	 single	 document	 the	 concepts	 of	

nature	conserva4on	and	the	preserva4on	of	cultural	proper4es.	The	Conven4on	recognizes	the	

way	in	which	people	interact	with	nature,	and	the	fundamental	need	to	preserve	the	balance	

between	the	two.	The	World	Heritage	Commitee	defined	the	criteria	on	the	basis	of	which	a	

property	belonging	to	the	cultural	or	natural	heritage	may	be	included	in	either	of	the	lists	:	

•  The	 World	 Heritage	 List	 :	 a	 list	 of	 proper4es	 forming	 part	 of	 the	 cultural	 heritage	 and	

natural	heritage	which	it	considers	as	having	outstanding	universal	value.	

•  The	List	of	world	Heritage	in	Danger	:	the	list	may	include	only	such	property	forming	part	

of	the	cultural	and	natural	heritage	as	is	threatened	by	serious	and	specific	danger.	
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23	%	of	the	sites	inscribed	on	the	List	of	World	
Heritage	are	located	in	Mediterranean	countries.	

UNESCO	World	Heritage	sites	:		
SituaFon	in	Mediterranean	countries			

Mediterranean	Strategy	for	Sustainable	Development	Follow-up	
	

	

Sources	/	References	:		

htp://whc.unesco.org/fr/list/	

	

Number	of	Unesco	World	Heritage	sites	

(1980-2016)	

World	Heritage	List	and	the	List	in	Danger	

Precau4ons	/	Notes	: 

The	Commitee	may	decide	to	remove	a	site	from	the	World	Heritage	List	and	the	List	of	World	

Heritage	in	Danger. 
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The	 heritage	 conserva4on	 is	 one	 of	 the	 objec4ves	 of	 UNESCO.	 The	 List	 of	 World	 Heritage	

constantly	 progressed	 in	 the	 Mediterranean	 countries.	 The	 number	 of	 sites	 inscribed	 has	

increased	from	29	in	1980	to	244	in	2016.	

Among	 these	 sites,	 133	 are	 located	 on	 the	 Mediterranean	 coast	 (within	 100	 km	 of	 the	

coastline).	

	

In	Mediterranean	Countries	:	91	%	are	cultural	sites,	6	%	are	natural	sites,	3	%	are	mixed	sites.	

However,	there	are	great	differences	between	countries	:	

•  3	countries	have	many	sites	:	Italy	(49),	Spain	(42)	and	France	(39).	Greece	and	Turkey	are	

lagging	far	behind	18	and	16	sites.	

•  5	countries	have	few	sites	:	Albania,	Montenegro,	Pales4ne	and	Slovenia	each	have	2	sites	

inscribed.	

In	the	world,	55	sites	are	in	danger	and	

	26	%	of	these	sites	are	in	Mediterranean	countries	
	

All	sites	in	Syria,	Libya	and	Pales4ne	are	Inscribed	on	the	List	of	World	Heritage	in	Danger.		

The	22	Mediterranean	countries	are	States	Par4es	of	the	World	Heritage	Conven4on.			

	

Currently,	371	sites	in	Mediterranean	countries	are	on	a	Tenta4ve	List	(22	%	of	world	sites).	A	

Tenta4ve	 List	 is	 an	 inventory	 of	 those	 sites	 which	 each	 State	 Party	 intends	 to	 consider	 for	

nomina4on.	
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CO2 emissions from fossil fuel continue to rise 
in most Mediterranean countries. 

Are	the	Mediterranean	countries	controlling		

their	CO2	emissions?	

Mediterranean	Strategy	for	Sustainable	Development	Follow-up	
	

Precau4ons	/	Notes	: 

In	this	fact	sheet,	only	CO2	emissions	from	solid	fuels,	cement	and	the	gas	flaring	are	taken	into	

account.	On	average,	they	count	for	80	%	of	the	emissions	of	human	origin	greenhouse	gases.	

Defini4on	:		

This indicator corresponds to the aggregate annual national emissions of human origin 
the main greenhouse gases: Carbon dioxide (CO2) , Nitrogen dioxyde (N2O), Methane 
(CH4), Hydrofluorocarbons (HFC), Fluorocarbon (PFC)  and Sulfur hexafluoride (SF6). 
 
 

Total	CO2	Emissions	Excluding	Land-Use	

Change	and	Forestry	(MtCO2)	

Co2	émissions	from	energy,	per	energy	use	(2011)	

and	per	inhabitant	(tCO2/inhab)	(2012)	

Sources	/	References	:	

CAIT	Climate	Data	Explorer.	2015.	Washington,	DC:	World	Resources	Ins4tute.	Available	

online	at:	htp://cait.wri.org	

Not	all	the	Mediterranean	countries	have	the	same	commitments	under	the	Kyoto	Protocol.	

These	 7	 countries	 are	 officially	 commited	 to	 reduce	 or	 control	 their	 emissions	 by	 2012,	

compared	 to	 1990	 emissions:	 Croa4a,	 Monaco	 and	 Slovenia	 (-8	 %),	 Italy	 (-6.5%),	 France	

(stabilisa4on),	Spain	(+15	%)	and	Greece	(+25	%).	The	EU-27	commited	to	reduce	20%	of	its	

CO2	emissions	by	2020.		

	

The	 Mediterranean	 countries	 with	 no	 quan4fied	 commitment	 under	 the	 Kyoto	 Protocol	

nevertheless	 commited	 themselves	 to	 control	 their	 GHG	 emissions	 with	 respect	 to	 the	

Climate	 Conven4on	 and	 Kyoto	 Protocol.	 They	 can	 use	 eligible	 projects	 under	 the	 Clean	

Development	Mechanism	or	specific	funding	as	those	of	the	Global	Environment	Facility.	

	

The	rise	in	CO2	emissions	between	1990	and	2012	was	higher	than	the	na4onal	objec4ves	in	

all	of	the	countries	except	in		France.		

The	CO2	emissions	 from	energy	have	decreased	 in	2	 countries	 (France,	Albania)	 and	have	

doubled	in	Turkey,	Egypt,	Israel	and	Morocco.		

In	2012,	one	Mediterranean	ci4zen	emited	an	average	of	5	tonnes	of	CO2	per	year,	that	is,	

equivalent	to	the	world	average,	but	two-thirds	of	the	emission	of	a	EU-27	 inhabitant	 (7.4	

tonnes)	and	almost	3.7	4mes	less	than	a	USA	inhabitant	(16.4		tonnes	of	CO2	per	annum).		

In	the	North,	the	CO2	emissions	per	capita	are	extremely	diverse:	from	1.3	tonne	per	capita	

in	 Albania	 to	 7.6	 in	Greece	 in	 2012.	 The	 differences	 in	 CO2	 emissions	 per	 capita	 are	 also	

significant	 in	 the	 southern	 and	 eastern	 Mediterranean	 countries:	 from	 1.6	 tonnes	 in	

Morocco	to	8.3	tonnes	in	Libya.	
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In	most	countries	the	energy	intensity	is	improving			

Has	progress	been	made	
	in	energy	use?	

Mediterranean	Strategy	for	Sustainable	Development	Follow-up	
	

Precau4ons	/	Notes	: 

The	 very	high	 values	 should	be	 interpreted	with	 cau4on	 for	 the	 countries	 in	 economic	 crisis	

(with	low	GDP	growth).	Koe	:	kilo	oil	equivalent	

	

Defini4on	:		

Energy	intensity	is	a	measure	of	the	energy	efficiency	of	a	na4on's	economy.	It	is	calculated	as	

units	of	energy	per	unit	of	GDP.	(kilo	oil	equivalent	per	1000	$)	

	

Energy	consump4on	refers	 to	use	of	primary	energy	before	 transforma4on	to	other	end-use	

fuels,	which	is	equal	to	indigenous	produc4on	plus	imports	and	stock	changes,	minus	exports	

and	fuels	supplied	to	ships	and	aircraW	engaged	in	interna4onal	transport.	

	

	

Sources	/	References	:		

IEA	Sta4s4cs	©	OECD/IEA	2014			iea.org/stats/index.asp		

	

	

	

	

	

Mediterranean	countries	account	for	7%	of	world	popula4on	and	consume	about	8%	of	the	

world’s	 primary	 energy.	 More	 efficient	 energy	 use	 (energy	 necessary	 to	 produce	 1000	

dollars	of	GDP)	should	help	to	decouple	energy	consump4on	and	economic	development.	

	

The	Mediterranean	region	is	endowed	with	high	poten4al	for	energy	efficiency,	par4cularly	

in	the	South	because	of	expected	high	economic	and	popula4on	growth	with	its	consequent	

increase	in	energy	demand.	Today	the	per	capita	level	of	energy	consump4on	is	lower	in	the	

South	and	will	remain	so	even	if	there	will	be	a	convergence.	

	

Consump4on	is	s4ll	high	in	the	European	Mediterranean	countries	(2453	koe/cap)	and	even	

3840	 koe/cap	 in	 France.	 Energy	 consump4on	 per	 capita	 in	 the	 South	 and	 East	

Mediterranean	Countries	is	below	1700	koe/cap	(world	average	is	about	1900	koe/cap),	but	

growth	rates	are	very	different	depending	on	the	countries.	

	

In	 2013,	 the	 energy	 intensity	 of	 the	 Mediterranean	 countries	 (96	 koe/1000	 dollars)	 was	

higher	than	the	European	average	(93)	and	below	the	world	average	(131).		

	

However,	 dispari4es	 between	 the	 countries	 remain	 great,	 even	 between	 some	 countries	

with	equivalent	income	levels.	Energy	intensity	in	Libya	and	Bosnia-Herzegovina	is	over	100	

while	it	is	lower	than	100	in	Morocco	and	Malta.		

	

	

	

Energy	use	per	capita,	2013	

(Kg	of	oil	equivalent	per	capita)	
Energy	intensity	(kg	oil	equivalent	per	$1,000	GDP	(Constant	2011	PPP	$)	
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The	Mediterranean	region	relies	less	and	less	on	material	input	for	
economic	growth	but	material	producFvity	remains	highly	variable	

across	countries.	

Decoupling	economic	growth	from	material		
consumpFon	in	the	Mediterranean	region?	

Mediterranean	Strategy	for	Sustainable	Development	Follow-up	
	

Precau4ons	/	Notes	: 

The	 indicator	does	not	 take	 into	account	 the	 consequences	of	outsourced	material-intensive	

extrac4on	and	produc4on	which	dislocates	environmental	pressures.	Water	and	

air	consump4on	are,	apart	from	the	water	content	of	materials,	not	included.		

Defini4on	:		

Material	 produc4vity	 of	 a	 country	measures	 economic	 output	 (measured	 in	monetary	 units)	

generated	per	material	input	(in	physical	units),	for	example	Gross	Domes4c	Product/Domes4c	

Material	 Consump4on.	Material	 produc4vity	 can	 also	 be	 called	 resource	 efficiency.	Material	

produc4vity	indicators	are	suitable	tools	to	monitor	processes	of	de-coupling	resource	use	from	

economic	growth	as	a	key	strategy	towards	a	more	sustainable	use	of	natural	resources	via	a	

reduc4on	 of	 environmental	 degrada4on	 resul4ng	 from	 primary	 produc4on,	 material	

processing,	manufacturing	and	waste	disposal.		

Matérial	Produc4vity	2010	(US$/kg)	

Sources	/	References	:		

WU	(2014):	Global	Material	Flows	Database.	Available	at	www.materialflows.net	

For	 most	 socie4es	 economic	 growth	 is	 s4ll	 a	 fundamental	 goal,	 as	 it	 is	 seen	 as	 the	

precondi4on	for	further	development.	

Analyses	 show	 that	 economic	 growth	 is	 directly	 linked	 to	 raw	 material	 use	

(www.materialflows.net).		

	

In	the	period	2000–2010,	the	Mediterranean	economy	achieved	a	“rela4ve	

decoupling”	of	economic	growth	from	resource	use	(fossil	fuels,	metal	ores,	

industrial	and	construc4on	minerals,	biomass):		income	or	GDP	of	

Mediterranean	countries	increased	faster	than	the	amount	of	used	

materials.		

	

However,	severe	events,	such	as	the	economic	and	financial	crisis	or	poli4cal	instability	can	

nega4vely	influence	the	development	of	resource-decoupling	and	“green	growth".		

	

Mediterranean	 countries	 should	 con4nue	 efforts	 towards	 an	 "absolute	 decoupling"	 of	

material	consump4on	from	economic	growth,	meaning	a	stagna4on	or	decrease	of	material	

use;	the	 later	being	 inevitable	to	safe-guard	our	natural	assets	and	sa4sfy	future	needs	of	

the	Mediterranean	region.	
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Domes4c	Material	Consump4on	(DMC)	in	billion	kg	and	Gross	Domes4c	Product	(GDP)	in	

billion	current	US$	in	Mediterranean	countries,	2000-2010*	

	

*	Excluding	Malta,	Monaco	and	Montenegro	and	GDP	excluding	Syria	aWer	2007		

Gr
ee
n	

	e
co
no

m
y	

DraW	version	6/10/2016	



The	United	Na4ons	Economic	Commission	for	Europe	(UNECE)	Conven4on	on	access	to	 informa4on,	

public	par4cipa4on	in	decision-making	and	access		to	jus4ce	in	environmental	maters	was	adopted	on	

25	 June	 1998	 in	 the	 Danish	 city	 of	 Aarhus	 at	 the	 Fourth	 Ministerial	 Conference	 as	 part	 of	 the	

“Environment	for	Europe”	process.	

The	Aarhus	Conven4on	is	a	new	kind	of	environmental	agreement.	The	Conven4on:	

•  Links	environmental	rights	and	human	rights	

•  Acknowledges	that	we	owe	an	obliga4on	to	future	genera4ons	

•  Establishes	 that	 sustainable	 development	 can	 be	 achieved	 only	 through	 the	 involvement	 of	 all	

stakeholders	

•  Links	government	accountability	and	environmental	protec4on	

•  Focuses	on	interac4ons	between	the	public	and	public	authori4es	in	a	democra4c	context.	

The	terms	“accession”,	“approval”	and	“ra4fica4on”	correspond	to	procedures	which	vary		from	State	

to	State.	By	these	procedures,	the	countries	make	commitments	to	respect	the	conven4on.	
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A	convenFon	extended	to	the	southern	countries		

The	access	to	the	informaFon,	
	a	stake	in	the	Mediterranean	region?	
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Precau4ons	/	Notes	: 

Defini4on	:		

	

Sources	/	References	:	

htp://www.unece.org/env/pp/ra4fica4on.html	

	

Status	of	ra4fica4on	

As	of	27	July	2016,	there	were	47	Par4es	to	the	Conven4on,	35	Par4es	to	the	Protocol	on	

Pollutant	Release	and	Transfer	Registers	(PRTRs)	and	30	Par4es	to	the	amendment	on	public	

par4cipa4on	in	decisions	on	the	deliberate	release	into	the	environment	and	placing	on	the	

market	of	gene4cally	modified	organisms	(GMOs).	The	Conven4on	entered	into	force	on	30	

October	2001.	The	Protocol	entered	into	force	on	8	October	2009.	

	

"Three-fourths	of	these	Par4es"	refers	to	those	States	which	were	Par4es	to	the	Conven4on	

at	 the	 4me	 of	 adop4on	 of	 the	 GMO	 amendment	 –	 27	 May	 2005.	 Twenty-seven	 (27)	

ra4fica4ons	by	these	Par4es	are	needed	to	trigger	 the	amendment's	entry	 into	 force.	This	

means	 a	 further	 3	 ra4fica4ons	 are	 required	 from	 the	 following	 Par4es	were	 party	 to	 the	

Conven4on	at	the	4me	the	amendment	was	adopted	but	are	yet	to	ra4fy	the	amendment:	

Albania,	Armenia,	Azerbaijan,	Belarus,	Kazakhstan,	Kyrgyzstan,	Malta,	Tajikistan,	the	former	

Yugoslav	Republic	of	Macedonia,	Turkmenistan,	Ukraine.	

	

Extracted	from	htp://www.unece.org/env/pp/ra4fica4on.html	

Each	State	that	ra4fies	the	Aarhus	Conven4on	must	send	a	report	every	two	

to	 three	 years	 to	 the	 Conven4on’s	 Interna4onal	 Secretariat	 regarding	

implementa4on	 of	 the	 Conven4on’s	 provisions	 in	 the	 State.	 This	 report	 is	

completed	using	a	ques4onnaire	which	 is	 iden4cal	 for	each	State.	When	the	

report	is	writen,	a	na4onal	public	par4cipa4on	procedure	on	the	report	must	

be	organised.	

Aarhus		Conven4on	par4es	

DraW	version	6/10/2016	
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The	domesFc	credit	allocated	to	the	private	sector	is	
beeing	increasing	in	most	of	the	Mediterranean	

countries	

Can	private	enterprises	benefit	from	credit	to	

	finance	their	investments?	

Mediterranean	Strategy	for	Sustainable	Development	Follow-up	
	

Defini4on	:		

Mul4ple	indicator	:	

•  Share	of	bank	credit	allocated	to	the	private	sector	

•  Existence	of	alterna4ve	credit	systems	other	than	bank	credit	

	

Domes4c	credit	for	the	private	sector	refers	to	the	financial	resources	provided	for	the	private	

sector,	 such	 as	 credits,	 purchase	 of	 non-par4cipa4ng	 securi4es,	 trade	 credits	 and	 other	

accounts	 that	establish	a	 repayment	obliga4on.	Public	 credit	 is	 included	 in	 the	case	of	 some	

countries.	

The	alterna4ve	finance	systems	of	bank	credit	may	concern	investments	in	venture	capital	and	

micro-credit	allocated	to	those	that	are	excluded	from	the	conven4onal	banking	system.	

	

Domes4c	credit	to	private	sector	(%	of	GDP)	

Sources	/	References	:	

World	Bank,	World	Development	Indicators.	Interna4onal	Finance	Sta4s4cs	

The	 development	 of	 Small	 and	 Medium	 Enterprises	 finance	 systems	 for	 produc4ve	 and	

innova4ve	ac4vi4es	 (micro-credit,	 venture	capital,	 incen4ves,	etc.)	 is	one	of	 the	objec4ves	

for	seáng	up	efficient	banking	services.	

	

Since	2000,	the	domes4c	credit	allocated	to	the	private	sector	has	been	increasing	in	most	of	

the	Mediterranean	countries;	except	in	Italy,	Egypt	(no	data	in	2015	for	Malta	and	Syria).	

	

In	the	Mediterranean	region,	the	share	of	domes4c	credit	allocated	to	the	private	sector	in	

2015	was	rela4vely	low;		This	share	is	lower	than	50%	in	5	countries	of	which	Libya	(35%)	and		

Algeria		(21%)	

	

While	the	use	of	the	micro-credit	 is	very	wide	 in	Asia,	 it	 is	 litle	used	in	the	Mediterranean	

countries,	excepted	in	Morocco	where	the	sector	of	the	micro-finances	was	one	of	the	most	

ac4ve	and	of	more	successful	 to	 the	world.	 	 In	 several	 countries	of	 the	south	and	eastern	

Mediterranean,	the	public	sector	takes	up	a	large	share	of	the	domes4c	credit.	
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Domes4c	credit	to	private	sector	by	banks	in	2015		

(%	of	GDP)	


