
UNECE	Water	quantity	indicators	-	methodology	



C1.	Renewable	freshwater	resources	
	 Renewable	 freshwater	 resources	 (C1)	 is	 a	 core	 indicator	 that	 provides	 a	measure	 of	 the	 state	 of	

renewable	 freshwater	 resources	 in	 a	 country,	 which	 are	 of	 major	 environmental	 and	 economic	
importance.	 It	 consists	 of	 internal	 flow	 plus	 inflow	 of	 surface	 water	 and	 groundwater	 from	
neighbouring	countries	on	a	yearly	basis	and	country	scale.																								Link:	Calculation	spreadsheet	



C2.	Freshwater	abstraction	
Freshwater	abstraction	(C2) is	the	total	volume	of	freshwater	removed	from	any	freshwater	source	
(surface	 and	 groundwaters)	 –	 provided	 in	 total,	 by	 economic	 activity	 in	 accordance	 with	 the	
International	Standard	Industrial	Classification	of	All	Economic	Activities	(ISIC)	and	as	a	percentage	of	
renewable	 freshwater	 resources	 (See	 C1.	 Renewable	 freshwater	 resources)	 –	 i.e.	 as	 the	 country’s	
water	exploitation	index	(WEI).	 	 	 	 							Link:	Calculation	spreadsheet	



C3.	Total	water	use	
Total	 water	 use	 (C3)	 is	 an	 indicator	 for	 the	 availability	 of	 freshwater	 from	 various	 sources	
(freshwater	abstracted,	desalinated	water,	reused	water,	net	imports	of	water)	and	it's	use	to	meet	
the	needs	of	households,	agriculture,	industry,	and	other	economic	activities.	Water	use	is	provided	
as	 a	 total	 for	 the	 whole	 country	 and	 further	 categorized	 by	 economic	 activity	 according	 to	 the	
International	 Standard	 Industrial	 Classification	 of	 All	 Economic	 Activities	 (ISIC).	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Link:	
Calculation	spreadsheet	



C4.	Household	water	use	per	capita	
Household	 water	 use	 per	 capita	 (C4) is	 an	 index	 of	 the	 quantity	 of	 water	 used	 to	 cover	 the	
household	and	 related	utility	needs	of	 the	population	 through	 the	water	 supply	 industry	and	 self-
supply,	calculated	as	a	total	and	per	capita. 	 	 						Link:	Calculation	spreadsheet	



Water	supply	industry	and	population	connected	to	water	supply	industry	C5.	
The	 Water	 supply	 industry	 and	 population	 connected	 to	 water	 supply	 industry	 (C5) index	
represents	the	total	volume	of	water	supplied	to	the	users	by	the	water	supply	industry	–	taking	into	
account	water	losses	during	transport	–	and	the	population	connected	to	the	water	supply	industry,	
as	a	total	and	as	a	share	in	the	total	population. 	 	 						Link:	Calculation	spreadsheet	



Survey	on	data	catalogues	for	indicators	
Below	 is	 a	 summary	 of	 the	 parameters	 requested	 within	 the	 “Survey	 on	 data	 catalogues	 for	 indicators	 of	 water	
quantity	and	quality”	and	potential	answers	given	by	the	relevant	national	institutions:	
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